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Abstract: Literacy and Education are most development indicators for a nation. According to Indian Census
definition ‘Literacy’ means ‘a person who can read and write a simple message in any language with
understanding is considered literate’. In 2011 Census 76.26% people are literate in West Bengal and Puruliya it
is 65.38%. Female literacy (51.29%) in Puruliya is poor than male literacy (78.85%). In 2011 Census the
difference of male-female literacy is high 27.56%. The Puruliya had the lowest female literacy rate in the entire
State. The paper attempts to understand the status of Puruliya district with respect to literacy rates , education
facilities as per 2011 Census. The study is based on secondary data. Maximum relevant data is taken from census
reports 2011, Publication from ‘Bureau of Applied Economics and Statistics’, of West Bengal and web sources.

Key Words: District wise literacy status, Changing pattern of literacy, Educational Facility Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe literacy, rural and urban literacy pattern.
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1. INTRODUCTION:

Literacy and education are indicators to progress of a nation. Literacy as a qualitative attribute of the population,
is one of the most important indicators of the socio-economic and political development of a society. A person is called
literate if he can read hand written, type written or printed matter and also put it down in writing.

According to India Census definition Literate person means “A person who can both read and write with
understanding in any language is to taken as literate,” (Census of India, 1981). UNESCO says-“Literacy is to help men
and women to live fuller and richer lives in adjustment to the changing environment, to develop the best elements in
their culture, and to achieve social economic progress, which will enable them to take their place in the modern world
and to live together in peace. 76.26% people are said to be literate in West Bengal State and 65.38% for Puruliya District
in 2011 Census. The most serious problem is the literacy difference among the different caste, sex, rural urban population
etc. For example 51.29% females are literate in Puruliya whereas the male literacy is 78.85%. Blocks-wise literacy
variation for example lowest literacy is 54.76% in Jhalda-1l and highest literacy is 71.06% in Kashipur. The study
focases on the literacy of Puruliya district in 2011 with respect to the other districts of the state West Bengal.

2. STUDY AREA:

Puruliya is a parts of Burdwan division and it is the western most district of West Bengal. The district extend
from 23° 20" North to 23° 33" North Latitudes and 86° 22" East 86° 37" East Longitudes. The district encompasses
a geographical area of 6259 sq km and it is bounded by Burdwan district of West Bengal and Dhanbad district of
Jharkhand on the North, West Singhbhum district and East Singhbhum district of Jharkhand on the South. Bankura
district and Paschim Medinipur district on the East and Bokaro district and Ranchi district of Jharkhand on the West.

Itis surrounded by the state of Jharkhand and the districts of Burdwan, Bankura and Paschim Medinipur districts
in West Bengal. According to 2011 census, its total population is 2930115, density is 468 persons per sg.km and literacy
rate is 64.48%.The district is divided into three subdivision- Puruliya Sadar East, Puruliya Sadar West, Raghunathpur,
twenty police stations, twenty blocks and three municipalities.

3. OBJECTIVES:

To study the literacy rates in West Bengal as per 2011 Census.

To examine the changing pattern of literacy rate in West Bengal during 2001-2011.

To analyze the district-wise male and female literacy rates in West Bengal as per , 2011 census.

To understand the status of Rural-Urban literates by sex-wise of the Blocks of Puruliya district in 2011.

To analyze the literacy rates of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes by sex-wise in the rural areas of Puruliya
District.

e To understand the status of West Bengal and Puruliya district with respect to literacy rates and educational
facilities as per 2011 Census.
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4. MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY:

This paper is based on secondary data sources. Data have been collected from Census Report of 2011, Statistical
Handbook Published By the Bureau of Applied Economics and Statistics Government of West Bengal, Journals related
to literacy and Internet browsing.

5. RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

According to 2011 census the total literacy rate of West Bengal is 76.26%. The rank is 19" in terms of total
literacy rates in the country. In 2001 the total literacy rate of West Bengal was 68.6%. Only 8.44% literacy increase
during ten years (2001-2011), (Table No- 1).

Table No- 1: India State-wise Total Literacy Rates, 2011

State/UT Total Literacy Rates(%)
India 74.04
Uttar Pradesh 67.68
Maharashtra 82.34
Bihar 61.80
West Bengal 76.26
Andhra Pradesh 67.02
Madhya Pradesh 69.32
Tamil Nadu 80.09
Rajasthan 66.11
Karnataka 75.36
Gujrat 78.03
Odisha 72.87
Kerala 94.00
Jharkhand 66.41
Assam 72.19
Punjab 75.84
Chattisgarh 70.28
Haryana 75.55
State/UT Total Literacy Rates(%)
Delhi 86.21
Jammu & Kashmir 67.16
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Uttarakhand 79.63
Himachal Pradesh 82.80
Tripura 87.22
Meghalaya 74.43
Manipur 79.21
Nagaland 79.55
Goa 88.70
Arunachal Pradesh 65.38
Puducherry 85.85
Mizoram 91.33
Chandigarh 86.05
Sikkim 81.42
Andaman and Nicobar 86.63
Islands
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 76.24
Daman and Diu 87.10
Lakshadweep 91.85

Source- Census of India, 2011

5.1. Changing Pattern of literacy from 2001 to 2011

Among the 19 districts of the state, lowest literacy rate is found in Uttar Dinajpur (60.13%) and highest literacy
rate is found in Purba Medinipur (87.66%). Puruliya district lies also at the lowest position, literacy rate is (65.38%).

The total literacy rates in West Bengal is increased from 68.64% in 2001 to 77.08% in 2011. Similarly, all the
districts of the state increase in the percentage of literate population during the same period. Although the total literacy
rate in Puruliya district is increased from 55.57% to 65.38% (2001-2011). But it is also lowest position from most of the
other districts of the state. There is a difference of 11.7% in the total literacy between Puruliya and West Bengal.The
rate of literacy change from 2001 to 2011 is high in Puruliya (9.81%) than the state level (8.44%). Government scheme
and programme are also help to progress (Table No- 2),(Fig No- 2).

Table No- 2: Changing pattern of total, male & female literacy rate in the districts of West Bengal, 2001-2011

State / 2001 Literacy Rate (%) 2011 Literacy Rate (%) Male-Female Change of total
District Literacy literacy (2001-2011)
Total | Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Differential
(2011)%

West Bengal | 68.64 | 77.02 | 59.61 76.26 | 82.67 | 71.16 11.51 7.62
Burdwan 70.18 | 78.63 | 60.95 77.15 | 83.44 | 70.47 12.97 6.97
Birbhum 61.48 | 70.89 51.55 70.9 77.42 64.07 13.35 9.42
Bankura 63.44 | 76.76 | 49.43 70.95 81 60.44 20.56 751

Purba 80.16 | 89.13 70.7 87.66 | 93.14 | 81.81 11.33 75
Medinipur
Paschim 70.41 | 81.28 | 59.11 79.04 | 86.66 | 71.11 15.55 8.63
Medinipur
Howrah 77.01|83.22| 70.11 83.85 | 87.69 | 79.73 7.96 6.84
Hooghly 75.11 | 8259 | 67.21 82.55 | 87.93 | 76.95 10.98 7.44
24-Parganas | 78.07 | 83.92 | 71.72 8495 | 88.66 | 81.05 7.61 6.88
(N)
24-Parganas | 69.45 | 79.19 | 59.01 78.57 | 84.72 | 72.09 12.63 9.12
©)
Kolkata 80.86 | 83.79 77.3 87.14 | 89.08 | 84.98 4.1 6.28
Nadia 66.14 | 72.31 | 59.58 75.58 | 79.58 | 71.35 8.23 9.44
Murshidabad | 54.35 | 60.71 | 47.63 67.53 | 71.02 | 63.85 7.14 13.18
Uttar 47.89 | 58.48 | 36.51 60.13 | 66.65 | 53.15 135 12.24
Dinajpur
Dakshin 63.59 | 72.43 | 54.28 73.86 | 79.63 | 67.81 11.82 10.27
Dinajpur
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Malda 50.28 | 58.8 41.25 62.71 | 67.27 | 57.84 9.43 12.43
Jalpaiguri 62.85 | 72.83 | 52.21 73.79 | 80.61 | 66.65 13.46 10.94
Darjeeling | 71.79 | 80.05 | 62.94 79.92 | 85.94 | 73.74 12.2 8.13
Cooch Behar | 66.3 | 75.93 | 56.12 75.49 | 81.52 | 69.08 12.44 9.19
Puruliya 55.57 | 73.72 36.5 65.38 | 78.85 | 51.29 27.56 9.81

Source- Statistical Handbook of West Bengal 2011

As per 2011 census, the male literacy rate in West Bengal is 82.67% and female literacy rate is 71.16% leading
to a male-female literacy differential of the state is 11.51%.The highest male literacy is recorded by the districts of Purba
Medinipur (93.14%), Hooghly(87.69%), Kolkata(89.08%), N.24 Parganas(88.66%), Howrah(87.69%), whereas the
highest female literacy is also recorded Kolkata(84.98%), Purba Medinipur(81.81%), N.24 Parganas(81.05%). The
lowest male literacy rate is recorded by the districts of Uttar Dinajpur(66.65%), Malda(67.27%), Murshidabad(71.02%),
Birbhum(77.42%) and Puruliya(78.83%). The lowest female literacy is recorded by Puruliya(51.29%), Uttar

Dinajpur(53.15%), Malda(57.84%), Murshidabad(63.88%), Birbhum(64.07%) (Table No- 2), (Fig No- 3).
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The maximum male-female literacy differential is displayed by the districts of Puruliya (27.56%), followed
by Bankura(20.56%), Paschim Medinipur(15.55). There is a differential of 11.7% in the male-female literacy between

Puruliya and West Bengal (Table No- 2), (Fig No- 4).
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5.2. Availability of Educational Facilities in Puruliya District

The total number of educational institutions of various types in West Bengal were 52631 in 2011.These
included Primary Schools 32128, Middle Schools 10135, Secondary Schools 6407, Senior Secondary Schools 3685,
Degree Colleges 276. Wide variations were seen in the district-wise educational facilities.
It was seen that highest no. of Primary Schools in Paschim Medinipur (5224) and Puruliya district had 4™ position
(2250). Puruliya district was far behind in no. of Middle Schools (592), Secondary Schools (328), Senior Secondary
Schools (179) in the state. Puruliya has 1% position in no.of Degree Colleges (39) (Table No- 3), (Fig No- 5).

Table No- 3: Educational Facilities within villages in West Bengal, 2011

State/District Primary Middle Secondary Senior Secondary Colleges
Schools Schools Schools Schools
West Bengal 32128 10135 6407 3685 276
Burdwan 2309 764 569 302 34
Birbhum 2021 644 371 181 9
Bankura 3042 831 444 268 25
Purba Medinipur 2602 850 546 323 12
Paschim 5224 1037 696 297 34
Medinipur
Howrah 632 261 195 132 5
Hooghly 1697 537 387 213 13
24-Parganas (N) 1460 602 439 302 9
24-Parganas (S) 1888 785 550 327 30
Nadia 1153 489 287 217 9
Murshidabad 1742 780 431 266 17
Uttar Dinajpur 1329 333 171 123 3
Dakshin Dinajpur 1191 246 172 88 8
Malda 1344 496 297 179 3
Jalpaiguri 698 330 190 100 14
Darjeeling 534 198 118 52 6
Cooch Behar 1012 360 216 136 6
Puruliya 2250 592 328 179 39
Source- State Statistical Handbook 2015, DCHB Village Data, Census 2011
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Fig No- 5

5.3. Rural-Urban Literacy

Table No.-4 shows the distribution of the literacy rate Rural-Urban literacy rate sex-wise at the Sub-district level
of all C.D.Blocks in the district of Puruliya. The district comprises of 20 C.D.Blocks and out of which 15 are having
urban population in the constituents Census Towns. The total literacy rate of the district is 65.38% with a male-female
literacy rates are 78.85% and 51.29%. Among C.D.Blocks highest literacy Kashipur (71.06%) and lowest Jhalda-11
(54.76%). The table shows a significant variation in rural and urban literacy rate in the district. Out of 15 C.D.Blocks in
the district, Kashipur is the blocks with highest urban literacy rate at 82.59%, Santuri blocks recorded the lowest urban
literacy rate at 51.38% in 2011. Out of 20 C.D.Blocks in the district Kashipur and Jhalda-11 are recorded the highest and
lowest rural literacy with 69.29% and 54.6%. Five C.D.Blocks (Hura, Puncha, Arsha, Bagmundi, Manbazar-11) are 0%
of urban literacy.
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The highest urban male literacy is found in Kashipur with 89.31% and lowest rural literacy is found in Santuri
with 63.83% urban male literacy. Highest rural male literacy was in Hura with 81.95% and lowest in Joipur with
71.67%. Para the highest urban female literacy is found in Kashipur with 75.69% and lowest in Santuri with 37.88%.
Highest and lowest rural female literacy are found in Kashipur with 56.33 and Jhalda-1l with 35.97%.

Table No.-4, Fig No- 6, there are 5 C.D.Blocks have not in urban area. Other hand, Puruliya-11 Santuri, Jhalda,
there are 3 C.D.Blocks rural literacy rate more than urban literacy rate. Among the C.D.Blocks Kashipur is found good
development and Jhalda-11, Santuri are less development position in literacy and educational position.

Table No- 4: Rural-urban literacy rate in Puruliya

Sub-District Total Rural Literacy Rate,2011 Urban Literacy Rate, 2011
Literacy Persons Males Females Persons Males Females
(R+V)

Jaipur 57.94 57.21 71.67 41.74 66.32 76.54 55.26
Puruliya-I1 63.39 63.55 77.03 49,51 61.25 72.54 495
Para 65.62 65.17 79.71 49.7 68 79.08 56.13
Raghunathpur-I1 67.29 66.93 80.72 52.31 73.79 85.1 61.57
Raghunathpur-I 67.36 64.18 76.48 51.03 81.23 88.41 73.33
Neturia 65.14 63.06 75.97 49.88 74.36 83.49 64.22
Santuri 64.15 65.09 77.25 52.42 51.38 63.83 37.88
Kashipur 71.06 69.29 81.84 56.33 82.59 89.31 75.69

Hura 68.79 68.79 81.95 55.27 0 0 0
Puruliya-I 64.77 64.58 78.24 50.13 69.45 81.33 56.42

Puncha 68.14 68.14 81.16 54.82 0 0 0

Arsha 54,78 54.78 70.36 38.75 0 0 0
Jhalda-I 66.18 66.66 80.6 52.14 59.07 73.56 43.61
Jhalda-II 54.76 54.6 72.53 35.97 56.54 72.56 39.79

Bagmundi 57.17 57.17 72.14 41.42 0 0 0
Balarampur 60.4 57.19 71.89 41.69 74.98 84.45 64.77
Barabazar 63.27 62.41 77.26 47.27 80.15 88.66 70.77
Manbazar-I 63.78 62.57 77.13 47.73 81.61 81.61 74.06

Manbazar-I1 60.27 60.27 74.64 45,76 0 0 0
Bundwan 61.38 60.25 73.8 46.63 77.93 86.03 69.26

Source- Census of India 2011, WEST BENGAL, DISTRICT CENSUS HANDBOOK PURULIYA
RURAL AND URBAN LITERACY IN PURULIYA
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Fig No- 6
5.4. Literacy Rate of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe by Sex
In 2011 the S.C. and S.T. literacy are 69.43%, 57.92% for the state level and 56.07%, 53.86% for the district

level.

Scheduled Caste literacy — Table No- 5 shows the literacy rate of the Scheduled Castes population in rural areas of the
Puruliya district on the basis of 2011 census data. The highest literacy rate among the Scheduled Castes in Bundwan
C.D.Block (69.89%) and the lowest in Bagmundi C.D.Block (37.02%). Bundwan, Kashipur, Manbazar-Il, Hura,
Neturia, Raghunathpur-I1, Santuri, C.D.Blocks show better Scheduled Caste literacy than District level (56.07%).
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A sex-wise analysis also shows that the highest Scheduled Castes male and female litearcy rate is found in
Bundwan with 81.70% and 57.52%. The lowest Scheduled Castes male and female literacy rate is in Bagmundi
C.D.Block with 48.97% and 24.51%. The highest gap in male-female literacy rate is recorded as 31.87% in Balarampur
and lowest gap in male-female literacy rate is 24.18% in Bundwan.

Table No- 5: Literacy of Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes by Sex-wise in Puruliya District (Rural), 2011

Sub-District Literacy Rate of S.C. Gap in Literacy Rate of S.T. Gap in
Persons | Males Females | male-female | Perso | Males | Females | male-female
Literacy ns Literacy
Rate Rate
Jaipur 50.15 64.21 34.94 29.27 48.02 | 61.27 34.01 27.26
Puruliya-II 53.03 67.01 38.29 28.72 515 | 63.95 38.86 25.09
Para 54.77 69.84 38.86 30.98 60.6 | 75.51 44,78 30.73
Raghunathpur-11 | 58.94 73.52 43.55 29.97 56.73 | 71.45 41.5 29.95
Raghunathpur-I 53.02 66.38 38.72 27.66 50.32 | 63.06 37.44 25.62
Neturia 59.96 72.72 46.29 26.43 52.32 | 65.8 38.48 27.32
Santuri 58.34 70.17 45.86 24.31 54.95 | 68.26 41.68 26.58
Kashipur 63.62 77.33 49.23 28.1 60.88 | 74.13 47.73 26.4
Hura 60.53 74.57 45.84 28.73 60.21 | 74.32 46.37 27.95
Puruliya-I 54.97 69.71 39.51 30.2 54.87 | 68.23 41.02 27.21
Puncha 56.04 68.62 43.32 25.3 58.81 | 72.92 44.85 28.07
Arsha 49.56 62.89 35.45 27.44 45.48 | 59.22 31.8 27.42
Jhalda-I 52.2 65.77 37.65 28.12 57.43 | 71.13 43.22 27.91
Jhalda-I1 41.61 56.18 26.23 29.95 45.83 | 60.07 31.13 28.95
Bagmundi 37.02 48.97 24.51 24.46 47.18 | 61.23 32.82 28.41
Balarampur 55.93 71.02 39.35 31.67 47.08 | 61.18 32.62 28.56
Barabazar 52.72 66.98 38.11 28.87 52.59 | 68.04 36.86 31.18
Manbazar-I 52.71 68.25 36.88 31.37 56.72 | 71.71 41.58 30.13
Manbazar-II 61.22 74.97 47.47 27.5 5451 | 69.59 39.46 30.13
Bundwan 69.89 81.7 57.52 24.18 53.73 | 67.44 40.23 27.21
Puruliya 56.07 69.82 41.63 28.19 53.86 | 67.84 39.77 28.07
West Bengal 69.43 77.22 61.23 15.99 57.92 | 68.16 47.71 20.45
Source- Census of India 2011, WEST BENGAL, DISTRICT CENSUS HANDBOOK PURULIYA
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Scheduled Tribe literacy — Table No- 5 shows the literacy status of Scheduled Tribes population in the rural areas of
Puruliya district. The number of literacy rate by sex and their male- female literacy rate gap in rural areas (C.D.Blocks)
are also shown seperately in this table. Rural unit wise data shows that the highest literacy rate among the Scheduled
Tribes in Kashipur C.D.Block (60.88%) and the lowest in Arsha C.D.Block (45.48%). Kashipur, Para, Hura, Puncha,
Jhalda-1, Raghunathpur-Il, Manbazar-1 are shown better literacy of Scheduled Tribe than District level.

Sex-wise analyse of literacy rate shows that the highest male literacy rate among Sheduled Tribe is found in
Para C.D.Block(75.51%) and female is found in Kashipur C.D.Block (47.73%). The lowest male and female literacy
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rate is found in Arsha C.D.Block (59.22%) and Jhalda-11 C.D.Block (31.12%). The highest gap in male-female literacy
rate gap is found in Barabazar C.D.Block(31.18%) and lowest in Puruliya-I1 (25.09%).
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6. CONCLUSION:

Education is very important components in our society to reduction inequalities. The overall literacy picture
of Puruliya district is not satisfactory even in the year 2011. The percentage of literacy is low than state level (77.08%).
Female literacy is very poor 51.29% in 2011 which is 27.56% lesser than male literacy. Though the percentage of female
literacy is more than 14.79% from previous census year (2001-36.5%) literacy.

Poverty is one of the barrier against literacy. To improve the educational status of women government of West
Bengal is providing free books, bags, uniform, bicycle, scholarships. ‘Kanyashree’ project is highly successful to reduce
drop out of females from the schools. The government needs to ensure through about developing of economic status of
the district and increasing school facility. The local bodies, NGOs have to be invited in this regard. It is not only the
task of government but also each and every section of our society should be involved in such programmes.
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