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 A comparative study of the black or Afro-Americans and dalit literatures is highly instructive. I shall attempt 

such a study by examining the kind of life the blacks and the dalits were subjected to in their respective countries.  The 

blacks are not originally American. People from different regions of Europe came to America and established their 

colonies there, in searchof an independent and prosperous life. But the black did not go to America in pursuit of freedom 

and wealth. They were forcibly taken there and America bestowed on him terrible slavery and colossal poverty.  They 

had to abandon their language, their culture, their history and in general, their entire African racial legacy. What 

remained with them was their African body and African mind. Over a period of time, white blood entered their body 

and white culture took possession of their mind. Their African umbilical cord was cut for all time by destiny. They were 

never able to reach African shores. Such black leaders as Garvey made schemes to take them back to Africa but these 

did not materialize. Even the whites thought of sending them back to Africa but did not succeed. However, it is beyond 

doubt that they had been nursing a curiosity, an attraction for Africa. They had tried to find an answer to the question, 

‘what is Africa to them? Similarly, it is undoubtedly true that Africa has given substance and meaning to their life. 

However, they have not remained wholly African. They had to accept the language, culture and dress of the whites, 

though; they could not claim an equal share in their religion and culture. 

Africans fell into the deep pit of inequality and were roasted alive. White society always made them to do the 

dirty jobs. They couldn’t live in the white locality. Though in a different sense from that of a dalit situation, they had to 

live outside the city limits of the whites. American culture allotted to him the bottom place in a society and they could 

not raise themselves from their place in spite of their desire to do so, nor could they change it. Black slavery has been 

characterized as a peculiar institution. 

On the other hand the Indian dalit has not arrived from a foreign country. He is not racially different from the 

majority of Indians. It is not as if the language, religion, culture and history of others have been forced on him. In spite 

of all this, however, he has not held property rights in this country, nor was he determined to be an ‘owner’ of the culture 

of this country. For centuries he could not get an equal share in the development and progress of his culture, religion 

and social life. Despite being an heir of this country he had not acquired legacy rights. Unlike the black, the question of 

leaving his country never confronted him. He belongs to this country but this country could never be his own. 

However, the Dalit could not leave this country. The problem facing them was: ‘what is India to them?  Like 

the black, he too has fallen deep into the pit of depression and has shed blood. He had to perform low and dirty jobs for 

his superiors.  He was not given a place to live in the higher class Hindu area. He lived on the outskirts of the village; 

his touch was said to be polluting and so was even his shadow.Indian culture placed him on the lowest rung of social 

life. For centuries he stayed there. In spite of the desire to do so, he could not leave that rung, nor could he change things. 

Untouchability, created by the caste and class structure, can only be described as a peculiar institution. The dalit has 

been living for centuries as a prisoner of the darkness of untouchability. He has been burning for generations in the 

‘house of wax’ of caste and class structure. 

The American Black and the Indian dalit are members of a ‘closed’ society in their respective countries. Both 

have been victims of a peculiar class structure; the Black of a racial type and the dalit, of untouchability. Race is nature-

made while caste is man- made. Blacks could not change the colour of their skin nor could the untouchables their caste. 

Man alone is responsible for this unholy distinction based on colour and caste. The efforts of both have been total 

failures. Thereis no difference whatsoever between the position of the Blacks in America and that of the untouchables 

in India. And hence for a long period of time both were caught in the whirlpool of self-denigration and self-hatred. Both 

were kept behind the bars of fatalism. In order to perpetuate this imprisonment the whites retorted to some myths and 

symbols from the Bible and the high class Hindus, to the Vedas and the Manusmriti. 

What could they do in this helpless condition? Leave it to God and tell Him their tale of woe and suffering? A 

black slave says: 

‘In the Lord 

In the Lord  

My soul has found accord 
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In the Lord’ 

And if one is to protest against the life one is fated to live, that protest too is to be lodged with God. The dalit 

registers his Karma thus: 

‘Why do you not understand, O God 

He calls me by the thunder 

The trumpet sounds within my soul.’ 

In the history of the world there is nothing to compare with the physical torture inflicted on the Blacks. The 

whites tried to destroy their race. They were brought and sold. During the period of slavery the Black man did not even 

have the courage to assert his right over the black woman and so his family system was devastated; after the cessation 

of the period of slavery, extremist white organizations killed thousands of blacks in public places, after humiliating 

them. The blacks being landless and defenseless said goodbye to the south and moved north where millions of them had 

to live despicable lives in ghettos. Even then theystruggled and sought education. They fought for liberation and gave 

up fatalism. They became aggressive and today’s Black has started saying confidently, ‘Black is beautiful’. 

The story of the untouchables in India is more or less the same. It is true that they are not subjected to physical 

torture like blacks. It is also true that they were not bought and sold in the open market like the blacks .However; they 

were subjected to a good deal of mental torture. They were not allowed to be educated. Today they are educated. They 

too have participated in the freedom struggle. They have turned aggressive and rebellious and for the last twenty-five 

years have been braving it out in the rural areas. But today’s dalit youth has turned revolutionary. They have been 

imbued with new concepts; they are trying to discover their identity and are struggling to present it through the medium 

of literature. 

These in short are the journeys of life of the American Blacks and the dalit Indians and their experiences. The 

life of the blacks is largely mirrored in their literature. Their writers have ably handled varied forms of literature. Their 

poetry, short story and novel now have an exuberance and maturity. Thus, black literature has left its footprints. Black 

poetry was born in the latter half of the 19th century. It has been nurtured by two centuries of storm and rain. Till the end 

of the 19th century the pace of black literary creation was slow but it grew substantially in the years followed. 

During the period when the Blacks were unable to wield their pen, the whites made an attempt to depict the life 

of the Blacks in their literature. Many times they did it in a perverted manner. Some were contemptuous in their portrayal 

while others were condescending .the novel ‘ UNCLE TOM’S CABIN’ made the whole of America shed tears.in the 

20th century many writers ably handled the  black theme- among them Eugene O’ Neil and William Faulkner are 

prominent. 

In comparison, Dalit literature has not travelled a good deal but it gained momentum since the last 20 to 25 

years. Their short stories and poems came into existence some 50 to 60 years ago. In short, the artistic manifestation of 

dalit life has not been made in an adequate measure. 

White writers in America made an effort to portray Black life in their writings, but no such attempt has been 

made by Hindu high caste writers here, with a few exceptions. The untouchable has continued to remain neglected and 

ostracized in literature as in society. The untouchable is rejected man in Hindu society. This man has no place in 

Brahminical literature.  

During the initial stages, both the African-American and Dalit literature were spiritual in form and gave 

importance to folk theatre and literature. But the later stages were preoccupied with revolutionary ideas and thoughts 

and then they started their fight and protest against their exploiters through literature. It was during the Harlem 

Renaissance that there began a Renaissance movement and Harlem became the centre for African-American economy, 

cultural and intellectual centre in 1920. It was here that a new identity for the Blacks began to be formed and a Black 

person became a new man with an identity of his own. Similarly like the Harlem Renaissance, the emergence of the 

Ambedkarite Movement changed the phase of Dalit literature and gradually the Dalit became conscious about their 

place in the upper caste society.  

 

This realization among the Blacks and the Dalits about their exploitation led to the emergence of the Black 

Panthers in 1966 and the Dalit Panthers Movement in 1972. The Black Panthers Movement which came into existence 

in 1966 celebrated Black identity and Black consciousness saying „I am black. Black is beautiful‟ (Limbale 90). The 

Whites dehumanized the Blacks and their dark colour was symbolized as evil by referring black colour as ugly and bad. 

So the Black Panthers, in order to challenge their notion called themselves as beautiful and defended their dark colour 

as their identity without having any inferiority complex just because of their skin colour. 

 

The Similarity between Black literature and Dalit literature is as follows: 

1) Both Black and Dalit writers are in search of their respective identities. 

2) Experienced in both literatures has surfaced from social life based on inequality. 
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3) The literature of the both is life-oriented. Both Black and Dalit writers write from the awareness of social 

commitment. 

4) The literary language of both is the language of cultural revolt. 

5) In both literatures the aim is to find new cultural values.  
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