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1. INTRODUCTION : 

 Education plays significant role in the development of any nation. It is realized by the entire nations of the world 

that poor education system will collapse the nation and sound education system will build the nation to an apex level. 

Education is a Nation’s Strength. Sound education system is the key factor to rule over the entire world and proper use 

of human resources is also dependent on the quality of education that nation is providing to its citizen. Quality education 

is very essential to build up a sound economic system and comprehensive development of the nation. Comprehensive 

development implies monetary development that makes work openings and aides in lessening neediness. Accomplishing 

comprehensive development is the greatest test in our nation. The most ideal approach to accomplish comprehensive 

development is through the education and ability advancement programs. Education is a huge factor in destitution 

decrease as it improves employability. Education is fundamental to every constituent of the society irrespective of 

gender, physical, economic, geographical, cultural, or linguistic differences. So, if we look into the education system of 

India. Indian higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to the United States and China (Sheikh, 

2017). At the same time the demand for education in India is so high that due to the fund congestion, non-accessibility 

of suitable places and cost of higher education it is very difficult for the state and central government to establish enough 

educational institutions to fulfilled theses demands. Subsequently, it supports the people and association to set up schools 

and higher education institutions. Therefore, the privatisation of higher education institutions is mushrooming at 

alarming rate which is becoming a matter of grave concern in the field of education. There has been a rapid expansion 

in higher education, with student enrollment growing at about 5 percent annually over the past two decades (Kapu and 

Mehta. 2004, p 4). The involvement of private sector in higher education has brought drastic changes in the field of 

higher education sectors. Today over approximately 60% of higher education institutions in India are promoted by the 

private sector (Kaur and Kaur., 2018, p 1). Globalization, liberalization and privatization brought a huge difference in 

the mindset of the people which is also reflecting in the system of education in India and other countries. There is always 

a willingness of students to pursue higher education either in private or government institution. Thus, the swelling in 

the quantity of higher education institutions and demand for additional seats brought a gap between the demand and 

supply of higher education in India. Further, privatisation has positive and negative impact on higher education and 

society (Ravi, S. 2015). University education is, by law, not-for-profit in both public and private sectors. The reality is 

a little more complicated. The majority of private institutions in certain parts of the country operate a widely prevalent 

means of making money through illegal ‘capitation fees’, in the form of one-off fees paid by the student, (Heslop,  2014). 

One of the major dismay parts is that Corporate Sector has found lots of profit making industry in the field of education 

due to which commercialization of education is becoming a common factor. In this industry with huge global market 

students, teachers, and non-teaching employees constitute resources for profit-making. Here, the students are consumers, 

teachers are service providers and expert speakers, and the institutions or companies catering to education services are 

organizers, and the teaching-learning process is no longer for the building of a nation but a business for profit making. 

So the privatization of higher education in India is becoming more business oriented and it deviating from the main 

objectives of nation building which is very crucial from futuristic point of view. 

Abstract: The emerging demand of higher education has lead to the rapid expansion of private higher educational 

institution in India. In this context though the state of Arunachal Pradesh is late starter in the field of education in 

comparison to the other states of India, here also private higher educational institutions are mushrooming rapidly. 

There is no iota of doubt that the expansion of educational institution is a positive sign for the development of 

nation towards enlightenment of the society but at the same time the maintenance of quality education also become 

more challenging with the expansion of any existing system. In this paper the author has tried to analyze the 

existing higher educational institution, enrolment of students, and also highlight some of the negative and positive 

impacts of privatization of higher education in Arunachal Pradesh. 
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2. Development of Government and Private Higher Education in Arunachal Pradesh: 

The history of higher education in Arunachal Pradesh started with the establishment of J.N College, Pasighat 

on 4th July 1964 with the enrolment of 42 students. In the year 1979 Dera Natung Government College, Itanagar was 

established and Indira Gandhi College, Tezu was established in 1986. After 1986 gradually many government and 

private colleges were established in the state. In the year 2002 Don Bosco College and St. Claret, in 2003 (both Private 

Degree College) were established in the state. It was the beginning of establishment of private higher educational 

institutions in the state. The state first university i.e. Rajiv Gandhi University, was established in the year 1984 and in 

the same year NERIST (Deemed to be University) was also established in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. It is from the 

year 2012 the private universities started to take interest and still continuing to mushrooming in the state. Presently the 

privatization of the higher education system of India is becoming a common trend due to soaring demand for the higher 

from the students’ community. The state of Arunachal Pradesh is also not exempted from the culture of privatization of 

higher education as shown in the table-1. It indicates that the numbers of private higher educational institutions of the 

state is soaring very rapidly. Although privatization of higher education has certain positive and negative effect on the 

society but at the same time it need timely and proper intervention from the authority and stakeholders to make it more 

useful for the society. Without timely and proper intervention it will take no time to derail from its objective of nation 

building and turn into a profit making business which is a matter of grave concern for future perspective of education.  

 

Table-1: Number and Type of Institutions of Higher and Technical Education in Arunachal Pradesh as on 1st 

January, 2019. 

 

SL.NO. Name of Institutions Number  

1 Central University 01 

2 National Institute of Technology 01 

3 Regional Institute (Deemed University) 01 

4 National Open University (IGNOU) 01 

5 Private Universities 09 

6 Other Central Institutions 03 

7 Govt. Degree Colleges 18 

8 Private Degree Colleges 08 

9 Private Professional Colleges 03 

10 Teacher Training and Education (B.Ed ) Colleges 09 

11 Govt. Polytechnics  06 

12 Private Polytechnic  01 

TOTAL  61 

Source: Basic information on Higher and Technical Education A.P (2018-19) 

 

The development of higher education scenario in the state of Arunachal Pradesh is very slow. It was in the year 

1964 the first higher education institution in the form of J.N. College, Pasighat in the state was established. If we consider 

the recent progress as depicted in the table-1, there are total 61 higher educational institutions established in the state. 

Also there is ample scope of establishment of more private and government colleges in the state which might bring 

tremendous change in the sphere of higher education. Presently the state has 1 (one) Central University (Rajiv Gandhi 

University, formerly the Arunachal University), 09 Private Universities, 01 (one) technical Deemed University (North-

East Regional Institute of Science and Technology), 01 (one) NIT (National Institute of Technology), 26 Degree 

Colleges out of which 18 colleges are managed by state Government and 8 colleges are running by the private 

stakeholders but all are affiliated to Rajiv Gandhi University which is the lone university in the state. Likewise seven 

polytechnic colleges out of which six are manage by the state government, 03 Private Professional Colleges, are present 

in the state. It indicates the role of private higher educational institutions in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 

Table-2: Enrolment of Students during Academic Session 2018-19 

Sl. NO. Type of Institution Boys Girls Total 

1 University Level Institutions 2248 1472 3720 

2 Private Universities 4970 2912 7882 

3 Govt. Degree Colleges 6646 6653 13299 

4 Private Degree Colleges 1961 1751 3712 

5 Other Central Institutions 224 235 459 

6 Private Professional Institutions 452 222 674 
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7 Teacher Training Colleges (Private B.Ed Colleges) 446 882 1328 

8 Govt. Polytechnics Colleges 433 105 538 

9 Private Polytechnics College 278 46 324 

Total  17658 14278 31936 

Source: Basic information on Higher and Technical Education A.P (2018-19) 

 

It is quite clear from the table-2 that the numbers of students’ enrolment in private higher educational institutions 

are almost equal to the government higher educational institutions. At the same time it indicates the positive impact of 

privatization of higher education in the form of accessibility of students towards higher education.  The table-2 also 

indicates the enrolment of students in different university and undergraduate level of institutions alongwith the 

professional and non professional courses.  

 

3. Impact of Privatization of Higher Education in Arunachal Pradesh 

       The number of private higher educational institutions in the state is expanding very rapidly in the last 10 years. It 

has certain positive and negative impact which is started to visible and could be felt from the mindset of the parents and 

students or society as a whole. Let’s discuss some of the positive and negative impact of Privatization of higher 

educational institutions in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 

a) Positive Impact of Privatization in Arunachal Pradesh 

i. The privatization of higher education leads to the establishment of private higher educational institutions in 

almost every corner of the state. So the students those staying in the far flung areas could also easily access 

the higher education which was earlier a mere dream for them due to non existence of higher educational 

institutions in their locality. So it increases the accessibility rate of higher education in the state. 

ii. The establishment of many higher educational institutions also increases the level of competitions among the 

candidates in the state’s competitive examinations. Privatization of higher education also lead to the offering 

many technical courses due to which many students are getting job opportunity in different sectors both in 

government and privates. 

iii. It also leads to the shaping of curriculum to fulfill the social and current demands due to which many students 

are getting unique experiences and opportunities. The methods and materials use to teach the students are 

also changing due to the level of competitions among the different higher educational institutions in the state. 

It is hope that it will bring a good academic competition in the upcoming future.  

iv. The privatization of higher education in the state also encourages the healthy academic competitions among 

the higher educational institutions to attract more students. So they give more emphasis on quality education 

and try to maintain good infrastructure, curriculum, congenial atmosphere, and quality faculty members. 

v. It also opens the door for students to conduct research work. In the state of Arunachal Pradesh, Rajiv Gandhi 

University (Central), is the lone government university where the students passing out from different 

undergraduate colleges of state are enrolled. But due to the seat limitation many graduate students are 

deprived of higher education and research. It is only after the establishment of private universities many 

students are getting opportunity to pursue higher education and also to conduct research. 

vi. It also reduces the financial burden of the state for the establishment of higher educational institutions in the 

state. 

 

b) Negative Impact of Privatization of Higher Educational Institutions in Arunachal Pradesh. 

i. In the private higher educational institutions the admissions fees are very high in comparison to the government 

institutions and the fees are also not properly regulated by the concern authority.  

ii. Most of the private higher educational institutions exploit the faculty members working in their institutions. 

They do not get their dues as deserve by them or set by UGC and their job is also totally dependent on the owner 

of the institutions not on the basis of their performance. So they are being exploited due to their compulsory 

dependency on the owner.  

iii. There is a lack of transparency in the working conditions of many higher educational institutions in the state.  

iv. It is also observe that many higher educational institutions are becoming a profit making bodies. They don’t 

have proper/ adequate physical infrastructures but they are providing many courses which create doubt over 

their working nature. So in this sense education is becoming a business due to privatization. 

v. The privatization of higher education also brings disparity of higher education among rich and poor due to high 

admission fees. Many poor students are deprived of higher education even though the numbers of private higher 

educational institutions are mushrooming in the state. 
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4. CONCLUSION: 

In the state of Arunachal Pradesh recently there is a mushrooming of private higher educational institutions 

which bring lots of opportunities for the students wanted to pursue higher education. It also brings higher education at 

the doorstep of the students which is a good sign for educational development.  But at the same time it is also equally 

true that many students are deprived of higher education due to the high admission and tuition fees demanded by these 

private institutions which is creating disparity. It is also becoming a profit making body which is obviously a negative 

impact of privatization of higher education in the state. There is no iota of doubt that every new change in the system 

will have its negative and positive impact in the society. So it the responsibility of concern authority and other 

stakeholders to frame proper programme and policies to minimize the negative impact of the same. In this case also to 

draw out the advantages of privatization of higher educational institution in the state of Arunachal Pradesh all the 

stakeholders should play very pivotal role to minimize its negative impact on the society in general and student bodies 

in particular.  
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