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1. INTRODUCTION: 

  Democracy is a form of government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them 

directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free elections (“Democracy,” 

n.d.). As per this view, people are the central element irrespective of the form of Government and focus of the 

development of a nation should consider the dignity of the individual, liberty, equality and fraternity. Democracy is a 

way of life and it has undergone changes over time and assumed new meanings. Modern concept of democracy is 

underlying on certain basic principles. It implies that ruling power rests with the people without any discrimination on 

the basis of caste, creed, colour or sex. Democracy is characterized by the encouragement of uniqueness in human 

beings, co-operation, free exchange and development of progressive ideas and tolerance of individual differences.   

 

1.2. TYPES OF DEMOCRACY: 

Structural democracy: Functions of structural or formal democracy are implementing through various institutions like 

assembly, parliament, and other democratic organisations. This type of democracy is also reflected in the Constitution, 

Acts etc. 

Operational democracy: This type of democracy is experienced and perceived in operation and in spirit, in the day to 

day affairs of the society.    

 In a country like India, democracy is deep-rooted in the society, government, and economic life and a kind of 

democratic spirit is infused in our society and exists as a part of our life and living. It is a very comprehensive concept 

and it comprises all aspects of human life from womb to tomb, from family to schools and from schools to society. 

Democratic values should be infused in all aspects of life in every society. As education is an important aspect for the 

development of a society, it is necessary to infuse democratic values into it. There are a large number of children with 

disabilities are studying in various schools of India. Most of them are facing a number of problems related to their 

disabilities and attitude of the society. Constitutional provisions with democratic values in the field of education will 

help to decrease their problems by creating awareness among the people. In this context, it is the time to explore the 

infused democratic values in the educational provisions of the constitution regarding the children with disabilities. So, 

the investigator attempted in this study to analyze the Right to Education Act 2009 with special focus to the democratic 

aspects regarding the education of children with disabilities.    

 

2. NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY  :    

  Democracy and education have a close relationship influencing each other in various ways. The education is 

deeply influenced by the democratic principles like liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, dignity of the individual, co-

operation, sharing of responsibility etc. Application of democratic values make education more effective, meaningful, 

relevant and useful and at the same time, without education democracy cannot be a success. Education is an important 
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and essential activity in the life of man, and thus, it cannot keep itself aloof from democracy. Rather, education has to 

be a potent instrument of social development and progress which are important facets of democracy.  

 According to census 2011, there are 78, 64,636 Children with various disabilities in India. As per the report of 

UNESCO on July 2019, ¾ children with disabilities at the age of five years and 1/4 between 5-19 years do not go to any 

educational institution. In this context, a democratic approach in our education system towards the children with 

disabilities is necessary. As the system of inclusive education was implemented in India, it is the appropriate time to 

analyse the constitutional provisions in India regarding the education of children with disabilities. As the RTE Act 2009 

is an important landmark initiative of the Government of India regarding the education of its citizens, the investigator 

decided to analyse this act with special focus to the democratic aspects related to the education of children with 

disabilities. The investigator analysed the RTE Act 2009 on the basis of certain principles of democracy. A study of this 

kind will help the students, teachers and prospective teachers to understand the democratic aspects enshrined in the RTE 

Act 2009 regarding the children with disabilities without much effort. When the investigator reviewed the literature 

related to the present study, it reveals that there are no more studies were conducted in this area. So, the present study 

has a great significance in this context.   

  

3. METHODOLOGY: 

 As the investigator intended to analyze the PWD Act 1995, RTE Act 2009 and RPWD Act 2016, content analysis 

was adopted as the method of study. The investigator analyzed these acts on the basis of certain democratic principles 

of the Constitution of India. Democratic values of liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, dignity of the individual, co-

operation and sharing of responsibility were taken into consideration for analysis.  This study provides a deep insight in 

to the democratic aspects of RTE Act 2009 regarding the provisions for children with disabilities. 

 

3.1 EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS IN PWD ACT 1995 REGARDING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

 According to Chapter V (Education), section 26, the appropriate Governments and local authorities should 

ensure the accessibility of every child with any kind of a disability for free education in an appropriate environment up 

to eighteen years of age. Efforts should be made to encourage the integration of these students in main stream schools 

and they have to promote establishment of special schools in Government and private sector for children with disabilities 

who need special attention and these schools should be accessible to these children live in any part of India. The special 

schools should also be equipped with vocational education facilities for children with disabilities.  

 As per the section 27 of PWD Act, the appropriate Governments and the local-self Governments should make 

schemes to conduct part-time classes on a whole-time basis for the students with disabilities who have gave up their 

education after fifth standard and these authorities should conduct special part-time classes for children with an age of 

sixteen and above to provide functional literacy and these are their duties to impart non-formal education with the 

available human resource in rural areas after giving them proper orientation, to impart education through open schools 

or open universities, to Conduct class and discussions through interactive electronic or other media, to provide the 

children with disabilities, special books and equipment for his education without any expense.  

 Section 28 of Act states that it is the duty of the appropriate Governments to commence or cause to be 

commenced research by appropriate authorities to devise and develop unique assistive devices, teaching materials, 

special teaching aids and such other things necessary to give equal opportunities in education for a child with disability.  

 As per the section 29 of the Act, the appropriate Governments should set up sufficient number of training 

institutions for teachers and these institutions should provide assistance to the institutions in national level or other 

organizations to promote programmes to train the teachers to specializing in certain disabilities to make sure the 

accessibility of trained human resource for special schools and integrated schools for students with disabilities. 

  Section 30 of this Act states that the appropriate Governments have to formulate a comprehensive scheme on 

education and the scheme should be comprised the provisions for; transportation facilities for the children with 

disabilities, removing physical barriers from the institutions where vocational and professional education are providing, 

the distribution of books, uniforms and other gadgets for such children, scholarships disbursal, proper changes in the 

examination system to avoid purely mathematical questions for the benefit of students with blindness or low vision, 

modify the curriculum for the benefit of students with disabilities and restructure it for the benefit of students with 

hearing problems to learn only one language as part of their curriculum.  

According to section 31 of this act, it is the duty of all educational institutions to make provisions for transcribers to the 

students with blindness and low vision. 

 

3.2 EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS IN RTE ACT 2009 REGARDING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

 According to, section 3 of the of RTE Act 2009, free and compulsory elementary education in a nearest school 

is a right of every children in India in the age group of six to fourteen years up to the completion of primary schooling.   

 As per this provision of the Act, there is no need for a child to pay any type of fees or costs that may prevent 

him or her from carrying out the primary education. A child with disability, in accordance with the definition in section 
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2 of the Persons with Disabilities Act 1996, has a right to seek and do free and compulsory primary education according 

to the provisions of Chapter V of the PWD Act.  

 

3.3 EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS IN RPWD ACT 2016 REGARDING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

 Chapter III (Education), section 16 of the RPWD Act states that the appropriate Government and the local 

authorities should make efforts to make sure on the provision of inclusive education to the children with disabilities by 

all the educational institutions funded or recognised by them and for the fulfilment of that, these institutions should enrol 

them without any bias and give equal opportunities for education, sports and recreation activities. Building, campus and 

various facilities should be accessible for such students and they should provide accommodation for such students as 

per their requirements. These institutions should facilitate essential support for these students to increase their abilities 

in social and academic aspects along with the aim of inclusion as a whole and make sure that they are providing education 

in suitable languages to facilitate the learning of students with blindness and low vision. They should take measures for 

the early intervention of specific learning disabilities in children and taking actions to conquer them. Monitoring of 

participation and progress in educational programmes should be done by giving consideration to all students with 

disabilities and should make provisions for transportation facilities to them and also for the persons accompanying the 

children with severe disabilities. 

  As per section 17 of this act, the appropriate Government and the local authorities should take certain actions 

for the purpose of section 16. They should conduct survey in every five years among the school children to identify the 

children with disabilities and to ascertain their special needs. The first survey should be done within two years from the 

initiation of RPWD Act 2016. They have to establish adequate number of teacher training institutions and provide 

training and employment for teachers, along with teachers with disability with qualifications in sign language and 

Braille. Teachers who are trained in teaching children with intellectual disability and officers to encourage inclusive 

schooling should be appointed at all stratum of school education. As per this act, these are also their duties to establish 

adequate number of resource centres for supporting educational institutions at all levels of school education, to promote 

the use of Braille and sign language to supplement the use of one’s own speech to fulfil the daily communication needs 

of persons with speech, communication or language disabilities and enables them to participate and contribute to their 

community and society, to provide books, learning materials and appropriate assistive devices for the students with 

benchmark disabilities up to eighteen years of age, free of cost, to disburse scholarships in appropriate cases to students 

with benchmark disability, to make needed adaptations in the curriculum and evaluation system to satisfy the needs of 

students with disabilities such as extra time to complete the examination, facility of scribe, relaxation in second and third 

language courses, to encourage research for the improvement of learning and any other measures, as per the requirement.  

 Section 18 of this act provides that the appropriate Government and the local authorities should promote, protect 

and ensure the equal participation of persons with disabilities in adult education and continuing education programmes 

like that of  others. 

 

4. ANALYSIS OF THE DATA: 

 As the present study intended to analyze certain policies in India with special reference to the democratic aspects 

infused in the provisions regarding children with disabilities, the investigator analyzed the chapter V of PWD Act 1995, 

section 3 of RTE Act and Chapter III of RPWD Act 2016 by using the method of content analysis. 

 Various sections in chapter V of the PWD act provides for the duties of appropriate governments and local 

authorities to ensure the accession of free education, to encourage the integration of disabled students in regular schools, 

to encourage the establishment of special schools in public and private sectors, to setting up vocational training in the 

special schools, to make schemes and programmes for non-formal education, to initiate researches to design and devise 

new assistive devices, teaching aids etc., to establish teacher training institutions to train the special teachers and to 

develop an exhaustive education scheme along with transportation facilities, books supply, restructuring of curriculum, 

modification in the examination system, grant of scholarship etc. 

 Section 26 of this act consists of the democratic values of equality, justice, sharing of responsibility and co-

operation. Section 27 was infused with the democratic values of equality, fraternity, co-operation and sharing of 

responsibility. The democratic value of equality is there in the section 28 of this act. Section 29 of the act was 

incorporated with the democratic values co-operation and sharing of responsibility. Sections 30 and 31 were infused 

with the democratic values of liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, dignity of the individual and co-operation.  

 Section 3 of the Chapter II of RTE Act 2009 state that a child with disability, as per the definition section 2 of 

the Persons with Disabilities Act 1996, has a right to seek and do free and compulsory primary education according to 

the provisions of Chapter V of the PWD Act. This section of the RTE Act 2009 was infused with the democratic values 

of liberty, equality, justice, fraternity and dignity of the individual. 

 As per the sections in Chapter III (Education) of RPWD Act, Educational institutions funded or recognized by 

appropriate government or local authorities should provide inclusive education without any bias in admission and should 

make education, sports, recreation activities, building, campus and other facilities accessible to children with disabilities. 
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Accommodation according to individual needs of the students should be provided. They should provide facilities for 

early identification of particular learning disabilities and adopt suitable measures to overcome these disabilities. 

Participation and achievement of such students should be watched and transportation facilities should be provided. 

 Section 16 and 17 of RPWD Act 2016 consists of the democratic values of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, Justice, 

Dignity of the individual, Co-operation and Sharing of Responsibility. Democratic values of Equality, Justice, Dignity 

of the Individual and Sharing of Responsibility were incorporated in the section 18 of this act. 

 

5. DISCUSSION: 

 As India has a democratic polity, whole constitutional provisions in our country must be on the basis of certain 

democratic values. RTE Act 2009 is an important initiative of Government of India to ensure the education of its citizens 

irrespective of their abilities and disabilities. So, this act has great importance considering the education of children with 

disabilities. the investigator analyzed the educational provisions in RTE Act 2009, PWD Act 1995 and RPWD Act 2016 

to understand democratic values underlying in these provisions. Whole provisions related to the education of children 

with disabilities in these policies were infused with certain democratic values such as liberty, equality, fraternity, justice, 

dignity of the individual, co-operation and sharing of responsibility. One or more values were incorporated with the 

educational provisions of each section of these acts. These policies are the major icons of the Indian Democracy and 

these policies are important steps in the development of the children with disabilities.  

  

6. CONCLUSION: 

 In India, Democracy has been eulogised in the Rig Veda 1500 B.C.: "Be with us, I have chosen thee, stand 

steadfast and immovable. Let the people which for thee, let not thy kingship face away". As per the view of Jawaharlal 

Nehru, “good life of the individual should be the end of democracy, it should be cause to release an individual from 

oppression and will give him chances to develop his creativity”. The constitutional provisions in India as a whole and 

the policies regarding the education of persons with disabilities are the best examples for the definitions of democracy. 

These policies are helping to bring the individuals with disabilities from the darkness of faith to the dawn of confidence.  
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