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Abstract : This study investigated the impact of home environment among secondary school students in Central
Odisha. The main objective of the study was to find out the impact of home environment of secondary school
students on their achievement motivation in relation to their gender.. Survey method was adopted to carry out the
study. A sample of 400 secondary school students was drawn from 8 high schools by employing both random and
purposive sampling technique. The research tools used for collection of data were (i) Home Environment Inventory
by Karuna Sankar Misra(1989) and (ii) Achievement Motivation Scale by Dr. Shah Beena(1986). The data
collected were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. This study revealed a positive correlation
between the home environment and achievement motivation of the students.
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1. INTRODUCTION :

Home is the place where one feels loved, nurtured; family is the socio-biological unit that exerts the greatest
influence on holistic development of an individual especially in the early years of his life. Home plays a very important
role in the development of socio emotional and cognitive competencies. Home environment is the aggregate of the
various factors and stimulations that influence intellectual, social and emotional development of a child. It plays a pivotal
role in the development of right attitude, behaviour and can be the greatest source of motivation. Motivation is
considered as the key factor for achieving success. Higher the Achievement motivation in the child, more will be his/her
efforts and better will be his/her performance.

Parents, guardians, care takers want to meet all the necessary requirements of the child to instill in him the
interest and aptitude for learning, becoming the best mind. But they need to constantly review themselves what kind of
environment they are creating for the child at home because only in proper environment, one achieves his highest
potential.

2. Review of Related Researches :

Dalal & Manisha (2017) found that home environment does not play a much important role in the inculcation
of scientific attitude, good study habits and emotional maturity in the adolescents.

Grewal (2014) studied the extent of relationship between academic achievement and family climate of 767
adolescents studying in 10+1 class in Govt. / Private Senior Secondary Schools of Punjab. The results of the study
showed that there was positive significant correlation between family climate and academic achievement of adolescents.
The study further revealed that significant difference exists in the academic achievement of adolescents due to highly
satisfactory family climate and highly dissatisfactory family climate. The findings further indicated that academic
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achievement of adolescents living in highly satisfactory family climate is higher as compared to their counterparts living
in highly dissatisfactory family climate

Egunsola (2014) conducted a study to investigate the influence of home environment on academic performance
of senior secondary students in Adamawa State. The results showed all the independent variables of home environment
have significant influence on students’performances in Agricultural Science at the secondary school. The study
recommended that parents and other significant persons should make students‘ homes conducive and stimulatory to
learning not only the school subjects but education in general.

Singh & Ali (2014) found parental education as an important factor of children achievement in science. Children
from highly educated parents showed higher science achievement in comparison to children of low educated parents.
Manisha (2016) found insignificant relationship between scientific attitude and home environment of scheduled caste
and non-scheduled caste adolescents.

Taneri (2012) opined that both the emotional and physical environment of home can contribute to the
improvement of creative thinking skills.

Kolappan (2011) in his study analyzed the Academic Achievement and Home-Environment in Economics of
Higher Secondary students in Namakkal District in Tamil Nadu. The finding revealed significant difference in Home
Environment between the scores of the boys and girl students and the urban and rural school students.

3. Rationale of the Study :

The everyday surrounding of an individual affects his mental and physical development. Especially in the early
phases of life, the environment one lives in has great impact on his growth and development. Parenting is a responsibility
that needs to be carried out with patience and understanding of psychology of the child at different stages of his growth
and development. Most of the parents or guardians put pressure on the child to get high scores in examinations but they
fail to motivate the child to enjoy the act of reading, learning, deriving pleasure from problem solving, performing
complex calculations, new experiments etc. Understanding the needs, interest, difficulties of the child in learning and
providing him all opportunities and motivation to set goals and achieve those goals are how parents and caretakers
should be. Then the child will be self motivated and learning will always be a desirable act for him.

4. Objectives of the Study :
With the above backdrop, the objectives of the study are:

° To study the home environment of secondary school students.
° To study the achievement motivation of secondary school students.
° To study the relationship between home environment and achievement motivation of secondary school students.

4.1 Research Questions

1) What kind of home environment do secondary school students of central Odisha have ?
2) What is the level of achievement motivation possessed by secondary school students of central Odisha?
3) To explore the nature and extent of relationship between home environment and achievement motivation of

secondary school students of central Odisha.

4.2 Research Hypotheses

1) There would be no significant difference between the kind of home environment of male and female secondary
school students of central Odisha.

2) There would be no significant difference between the level achievement motivation of male and female
secondary school students of central Odisha.

3) There would be significant relationship between home environment and achievement motivation of secondary
school students of central Odisha.

4.3 Variables
Independent variables: Home environment, gender (male vs female)
Dependent variable: Achievement motivation

4.4 Definition of key terms

Home Environment: The home environment is the psycho-social environment of home. In this study, the Home
Environment Inventory measures quantity and quality amount of cognitive, emotional and social support available to
the students at their homes. HEI has 100 items belonging to 10 dimensions of home environment. i.e. Control,
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Protectiveness, Punishment, Conformity, Social isolation, Reward, Deprivation of privileges, Nurturance,
Permissiveness.

Achievement Motivation: Achievement motivation is characterized by a desire to attain a high standard of excellence
and to accomplish goals. The need for academic success, vocational achievement, social achievement and skill
achievement taken together is considered as achievement motivation in this study.

Secondary School Students: Students of IX standard

Central Odisha: The districts under the Central Revenue Division of Odisha such as Mayurbhanj, Bhadrak, Balasore,
Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur, Kendrapada, Khurda, Nayagarh and Puri are referred to Central Odisha.

5. Research Methodology :
Descriptive survey method of research was employed to conduct this study.

Sample
A sample of 400 students consisting of 200 boys and 200 girls of IX standard was selected randomly from eight high
schools of central Odisha. .

Tools

The following tools were selected to collect the relevant data for the study.
a) Home Environment Inventory by Karuna Sankar Misra(1989).
b) Achievement Motivation Scale by Dr. Shah Beena(1986)

Statistical Analysis and Results
The data were carefully analyzed and the findings obtained were as follows:

Research Question 1: What kind of home environment do secondary school students of central Odisha have ?
Hypothesis I: There would be no significant difference between the kind of home environment of male and female
secondary school students of central Odisha.
Table 1: t-test analysis on the home environment
of secondary school students of central Odisha based on gender

Gender N Mean SD t value Outcome

Male 200 248.47 11.32 Not

Female 200 253.11 14.89 1.48 Significant at
0.05 level

Table 1 shows that the mean score and Standard Deviation of the scientific attitude of male and female students were
248.47 ,11.32 and 253.11 , 14.89 respectively. The t-test was used to find out if there is a significant difference between
the two means.

The calculated ‘t” value was smaller than the tabled ‘t” value i.e. 1.97 at 0.05 level. Thus the hypothesis 1 is accepted.
Thus, it is concluded that there exists no significant difference between the home environment of male and that of
female secondary school students of central Odisha.

Research Question 2: What is the level of achievement motivation possessed by secondary school students of central
Odisha?

Hypothesis 11: There would be no significant difference between the level of achievement motivation of male and
female secondary school students of central Odisha.

Table 2: t-test analysis on the achievement motivation
of secondary school students of central Odisha based on gender

Gender N Mean SD t value Outcome
Male 200 81.33 10.76 1.34 Not Significant
Female 200 69.29 7.14
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Table 2 shows that the mean score and Standard Deviation of the achievement motivation of male and female
students were 81.33, 10.76 and 69.29, 7.14 respectively. The t-test was used to find out if there is a significant
difference between the two means.

The calculated ‘t’ value was smaller than the tabled ‘t” value i.e. 1.97 at 0.05 level. Thus the hypothesis 2 is
accepted.

Thus, it is concluded that there exists no significant difference between the achievement motivation of male
and female secondary school students of central Odisha

Research Question 3: To explore the nature and extent of relationship between home environment and achievement
motivation of secondary school students of central Odisha.

Hypothesis 111: There would be significant relationship between home environment and achievement motivation of
secondary school students of central Odisha.

Table 3 : Estimates of correlation between home environment and achievement motivation of secondary school
students of central Odisha

Variables No. of students Mean SD r
Home 400 251.54 12.19

Environment 0.66
Achievement 400 83.15 12.44

Motivation

Table 3 shows that there is positive correlation between home environment and achievement motivation of
secondary school students of central Odisha. So, it is concluded that home environment influences achievement
motivation among students

6. Findings L

1) Male Secondary School Students of central Odisha possess average level of achievement motivation.

2) Female Secondary School Students of central Odisha possess average level of achievement motivation.

3) There was no significant difference between the kind of home environment of male and female secondary school
students of central Odisha.

4) There was no significant difference between the level of achievement motivation of male and female secondary
school students of central Odisha.

5) There was significant relationship between home environment and achievement motivation of secondary school
students of central Odisha.

7. Educational Implication :

e The scenario of importance of home environment for academic success of the child has been highlighted in this
study.

e  Knowledge of the nature and quality of home environment of the secondary school students is useful to make the
parent aware of the need to create a conducive environment for their child wherein he/she can be motivated to
be the best he/she can be.

e This study is useful for the teachers, educationists to create the awareness on importance of good home
environment among parents and students through PTA meetings, counseling, interviews, articles or book writing.

e The schools can take appropriate measures like arranging seminars, skit, disseminating the importance of home
environment for better future of students.
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