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1. INTRODUCTION 

India’s tribal communities, constituting over 8.6% of the population, remain among the most marginalized. Odisha has 

a particularly high tribal concentration, with Koraput district being one of the most underdeveloped areas. Despite 

government efforts, these communities face persistent challenges such as poverty, illiteracy, poor health, and limited 

access to infrastructure. 

Infrastructure—like roads, electricity, healthcare, and schools—is essential for improving quality of life. However, in 

tribal-dominated districts like Koraput, development projects are often poorly implemented or misaligned with local 

needs. This results in continued exclusion from basic services and economic opportunities. 

Koraput’s geographical isolation and administrative neglect have worsened the situation. Real-life incidents, such as the 

Dana Majhi case, highlight the systemic failure in delivering essential services to tribal populations. 
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While several policies and programs exist—like ITDAs, TSP, and PESA—their impact remains limited due to 

governance gaps and lack of community participation. Most research to date lacks a comprehensive view of how 

infrastructure influences tribal development at the ground level. 

This study aims to fill that gap by evaluating the socio-infrastructural conditions in Koraput, using both primary and 

secondary data. It seeks to analyze the effectiveness of government initiatives and propose inclusive, culturally-sensitive 

strategies for sustainable tribal development. 

2. Literature Review 

Existing studies highlight that tribal populations in India, particularly in Odisha, face deep-rooted socio-economic 

challenges—ranging from poverty and illiteracy to inadequate healthcare and infrastructure. Scholars like Das & Gupta 

(2020) and Nayak & Kumar (2019) note that while many development programs exist, their actual impact remains 

limited due to poor implementation and lack of contextual adaptation. 

Research shows that tribals rely heavily on agriculture and wage labor, with limited access to credit, markets, or formal 

employment. Financial exclusion is widespread, and dependence on weekly markets remains high. Education, especially 

for girls, is hindered by poor facilities, dropout rates, and cultural barriers. Healthcare access is equally constrained, 

especially in remote areas. 

Studies also emphasize that government schemes such as TSP, RMSA, and ITDAs often fail to reach the most 

marginalized, including Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). Structural issues like corruption, lack of trained 

personnel, and top-down planning reduce the effectiveness of these initiatives. 

Gender inequality is another critical concern. Tribal women face double marginalization due to low education levels and 

limited participation in decision-making. Researchers advocate for targeted interventions in women’s health, education, 

and livelihood training to achieve real development outcomes. 

Overall, the literature agrees on the importance of inclusive, participatory, and culturally respectful development models, 

but highlights a persistent gap between policy intentions and ground-level realities. This study builds on these insights 

by focusing on Koraput district to assess how infrastructure development interacts with social progress among tribal 

communities. 

3. Objectives 

This study focuses on assessing the status and impact of social and infrastructural development in the tribal district of 

Koraput, Odisha. The specific objectives are: 

• To analyze the socio-economic profile of tribal communities in Koraput. 

• To evaluate the availability and effectiveness of infrastructure—education, healthcare, transport, and housing. 

• To assess awareness and participation in government welfare schemes. 

• To examine the relationship between infrastructure and social development indicators. 

• To propose region-specific recommendations for inclusive and sustainable tribal development. 

4. Research Methodology 

The research adopts a mixed-methods, experimental design, combining both primary and secondary data. 

• Study Area: Four blocks of Koraput district—Koraput, Semiliguda, Jeypore, and Borigumma. 

• Sample Size: 320 tribal respondents selected using random sampling. 

• Data Collection Tools: Structured questionnaires, field surveys, interviews, and observation. 

• Secondary Data: Drawn from government reports, academic journals, and policy documents. 

• Statistical Tools: SPSS, Excel; used for descriptive and inferential analysis (mean, standard deviation, 

correlation, ANOVA, regression). 
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• Framework: The study uses independent variables (e.g., education, policy, income) to evaluate their impact on 

dependent variables (e.g., development outcomes). 

This methodology allows for an in-depth understanding of tribal realities and the effectiveness of developmental 

interventions in the district. 

5. Results / Findings 

The study’s findings, based on responses from 320 tribal participants across four blocks of Koraput district, reveal 

critical insights into the social and infrastructural development status of the region. 

• Demographic Insights: Most respondents belonged to Scheduled Tribes, aged between 25–44 years, and lived 

in nuclear families. A large portion had only completed senior secondary education and had monthly incomes 

below ₹5,000. 

• Educational Access: While government schemes have led to some increase in literacy, particularly among men, 

school dropout rates remain high—especially among girls—due to economic constraints, distance, and 

inadequate school facilities. 

• Healthcare Services: Although health centers have been established, many are understaffed and poorly 

equipped. Remote villages still lack access to reliable transportation and emergency medical services. 

• Employment and Income: A majority of the population depends on agriculture or daily wage labor, with very 

few engaged in salaried jobs or business. Awareness about skill development or employment schemes is low. 

• Infrastructural Gaps: Many areas still lack basic amenities such as clean drinking water, electricity, all-

weather roads, and internet connectivity. There are sharp disparities in infrastructure quality across blocks. 

• Participation in Welfare Schemes: While a significant number of respondents were aware of some government 

programs, actual access and utilization remain limited. Bureaucratic delays and poor dissemination of 

information are key issues. 

• Statistical Validation: Tools such as correlation, ANOVA, and regression analysis confirm a strong positive 

relationship between infrastructure development and improvements in education, income, and health 

indicators. 

6. Discussion / Analysis 

The analysis reveals both progress and persisting challenges in the socio-infrastructural development of tribal 

communities in Koraput. 

• Positive Developments: Government initiatives have had a measurable impact on access to education, road 

connectivity, and electricity. The presence of schemes like ITDAs, Ekalavya Schools, and MGNREGA has 

improved basic indicators in select areas. 

• Uneven Progress: Despite interventions, development outcomes remain uneven. Some blocks show moderate 

improvements, while others still suffer from poor infrastructure and lack of service delivery. 

• Gender and Social Inequality: Women and vulnerable groups (e.g., widows, disabled individuals) face greater 

barriers to education, healthcare, and employment. Social norms and mobility restrictions compound their 

marginalization. 

• Lack of Community Involvement: Many respondents felt excluded from decision-making processes. 

Development plans are often made without adequate consultation with local tribal communities, reducing 

relevance and effectiveness. 

• Administrative Constraints: Poor inter-departmental coordination, lack of trained personnel, and corruption 

weaken program execution. Beneficiaries frequently report delays in service and benefits. 

• Disconnect Between Policy and Practice: While policies are well-intended, ground-level implementation fails 

to reflect the urgency and context-specific needs of tribal populations. This results in limited long-term impact. 
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• Infrastructure as a Driver: The analysis affirms that better infrastructure—especially in transport, education, 

and healthcare—is a critical enabler of tribal development. Its absence severely restricts mobility, economic 

activity, and access to services. 

7. Conclusion 

This study concludes that infrastructure plays a pivotal role in shaping the socio-economic development of tribal 

communities in Koraput district. The findings reveal a strong correlation between access to quality infrastructure and 

improvements in education, health, employment, and overall well-being. Government schemes have created a 

foundational impact, yet their benefits have not reached all segments of the tribal population equally. While some 

positive outcomes are evident, a large section of the population remains deprived of basic services due to geographical 

isolation, administrative bottlenecks, and inadequate implementation strategies. Moreover, the lack of community 

participation in planning and execution processes reduces the relevance and sustainability of development interventions. 

The study affirms that development in tribal areas must be inclusive, participatory, and tailored to the specific cultural, 

economic, and geographic realities of the people. A reimagined, integrated approach that prioritizes infrastructure 

alongside education, healthcare, and livelihoods is essential to bridge existing gaps and ensure long-term progress. 

8. Limitations 

Despite its comprehensive scope, the study has certain limitations. First, the research is geographically limited to four 

blocks within Koraput district, which may not fully represent the diversity of tribal experiences across Odisha or India. 

Second, the data relies heavily on self-reported responses, which may be subject to bias or inaccuracies, particularly in 

areas such as income or program awareness. Third, the research does not account for seasonal variations in livelihood 

patterns, health issues, or migration trends that may influence tribal well-being. Additionally, while the study uses 

statistical tools like regression and ANOVA, it does not engage in longitudinal analysis, which limits the ability to 

measure long-term impact. Finally, certain cultural and gender dynamics may require deeper ethnographic exploration 

beyond the scope of the current methodology. 

9. Recommendations 

Based on the findings, several key recommendations are proposed to enhance the effectiveness of tribal development in 

Koraput and similar regions. First, education programs must be restructured to include culturally relevant curricula and 

multilingual instruction, especially for tribal children. Residential schools, skill development centers, and digital 

learning tools should be expanded with proper infrastructure. Second, healthcare delivery should be decentralized 

through mobile units, community health workers, and telemedicine, with special focus on maternal and child health. 

Third, livelihood promotion must include sustainable agriculture, forest-based enterprises, and vocational training 

tailored to local resources and markets. Fourth, infrastructure investments should prioritize last-mile connectivity, clean 

drinking water, sanitation, and internet access, especially in interior tribal villages. Fifth, governance reforms are 

necessary to promote community ownership of projects, ensure transparency in fund utilization, and strengthen 

coordination between departments. Tribal representation in local decision-making bodies must be institutionalized to 

align development plans with ground realities. Lastly, policy implementation should be regularly monitored through 

participatory evaluation frameworks involving tribal youth, women, and community-based organizations. 
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