
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH CULTURE SOCIETY                ISSN(O): 2456-6683      
Monthly Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Indexed Journal                                  [ Impact Factor: 9.241 ] 
Volume - 9,   Issue -  10,  October- 2025                                            

 

Available online on - WWW.IJRCS.ORG Page 90 

 

 

  

Environmental Policy in India: Challenges and Solutions 
 

Kamalesh Podder 

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Srikrishna College, Bagula, Nadia, 

West Bengal, India 

Email. Kamaleshpodder96@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION: 

Environmental issues have become a common feature in contemporary society.  Since the origin of life on earth, 

they have had to depend on nature and natural resources like water, land, soil, rock etc. for their survival.  These natural 

resources form the basis of life on earth. Over time, advanced technology and human greed create imbalances in nature 

and pose new threats to our environment. Concern for the environment and understanding the importance of the 

environment for the existence of mankind is not a new phenomenon, although we recognize the Stockholm Conference 

held in 1972 as the torch bearer of environmental protection activities. In the Indian context, evidence of this awareness 

of the environment  can also be seen in ancient India. Water is also considered as God in Indian culture. Rivers are 

considered life givers, which is why ancient cultures grew and flourished along river banks. Banana, peepal, tulsi, 

banyan, mango etc. are worshiped in Indian culture.   From Ishopanishad to Ashoka the Great, love for the environment 

was visible everywhere. The Delhi Sultanate made great efforts to keep the environment clean. Love for the environment 

continued in medieval and Mughal India.   The British started destroying India's environment for their economic 

benefits.   Due to the destructive exploitation policy, ecological imbalance started to appear in the Indian environment 

during the British period. The last decades of the 20th century witnessed a global environmental crisis. In modern times 

man is separated from nature, development of science and development of industry and greed of man is the main reason 

for this. People are destroying their natural environment in the name of development. India is also not free from such 

problems. India has adopted important environmental policies to address the complex challenges posed by rapid 

industrialization, urbanization and population growth. India's journey in environmental governance began with the 

establishment of the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 1985 which marked a pivotal moment in sustainable 

development. The need for protection and conservation of environment and sustainable use of natural resources is 

reflected in the constitutional framework and environmental policy of India. Despite appreciable progress, 

environmental issues in India are becoming more serious day by day. 

 

2. CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION: 

The Constitution of  India provides several directive principles of state policy.   Until 1976, the Constitution did 

not mention environmental protection anywhere.   However, some environmental provisions were introduced in the 

42nd Amendment to the Constitution in 1976. Article 48A was added to the Directive Principles of State Policy and 

stated "The State shall endeavor to protect and improve the natural environment and to protect the forests and wildlife 

of the country." Article 51 A (g) of the Fundamental Duties states that "it shall be the duty of every citizen of India to 
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protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for 

living creatures".  

 

3. SOME IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES IN INDIA: 

3.1. WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT(1972): 

The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 is a significant legislative framework in India designed to safeguard wildlife and 

their habitats. The act was enacted to address the increasing threats to wildlife due to habitat loss, poaching and illegal 

trade. 

Key Provisions of  the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: 

1. Protected Areas and Sanctuaries: 

- Designation of national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and protected areas to conserve 

biodiversity. 

- Restrictions on human activities within these areas to minimize disturbances. 

2. Regulation of Hunting and Poaching: 

- Prohibition of  hunting and poaching of specified species. 

- Stringent penalties for offenses related to the killing or poaching of  wildlife. 

3. Regulation of  Trade: 

- Strict controls on the trade of  wildlife and their products. 

- Prohibition of  trade in trophies and animal articles derived from endangered species. 

  

3.2. WATER (PREVENTING AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1974: 

  This Act is the first comprehensive attempt at Indian environmental law where pollution is defined in detail. 

The objectives of  this Act are prevention and control of  water pollution, maintenance and restoration of  water quality, 

establishment of  various boards in order to prevent and control water pollution. The Act established an institutional 

framework to ensure the supply of clean water by taking measures to prevent water pollution. This Act established a 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBS). According to this Act, any person 

who knowingly allows toxic or polluting substances to enter water, which violates the prescribed standards, shall be 

guilty of an offense and shall be liable to punishment as provided in the Act.   The Act has given adequate powers to the 

Pollution Control Board so that they can properly implement the provisions of  the Act. Thus, this act was an important 

step taken by the government to prevent water pollution. 

  

3.3. AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1981: 

Air pollution is responsible for about one-third of deaths from stroke, lung cancer, and chronic respiratory 

disease as well as one-quarter of deaths from heart attack.  Air pollution is also fundamentally changing our climate, 

with profound effects on the health of the Earth. This Act defines air pollutant as ‘any solid, liquid or gaseous substance 

(including noise) present in the atmosphere in such concentration as may be or tend to be injurious to human beings or 

other living creatures or plants or property or environment’. The CPCB and the SPCBs are tasked with the 

implementation of  the provisions of the Act created under the Water Act 1974  

 

3.4. FOREST CONSERVATION ACT, 1980: 

Forests are one of the most important resources that nature can provide to mankind.   So it is the duty of every 

citizen to protect the forest ecosystem. But rapid deforestation is disrupting the cycle of nature itself. So there was a 

need to enact laws to ensure forest conservation.  The Forest Conservation Act,1980 has been passed by the Government 

of  India for conservation and development of forests. The main objective of this act was to prevent deforestation and 

use of forest land for non-forest activities.  No forest land shall be used for non-forest land or any other purpose or shall 

remain unreserved without the permission of the Central Government.   Deforestation is natural to meet population 

growth and human life needs.Therefore, guidelines have been formulated for planning such work and during felling of 

forests so as to cause minimal damage to the forest. 

  

3.5. ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTION) ACT, 1986: 

  The Act covers all forms of pollution like water, air, soil and noise. It provides safe standards for the presence 

of various pollutants in the environment. The act prohibits the use of hazardous material unless prior permission is taken 

from the Central Government. EPA empowers the Central Government to establish authorities responsible for  

preventing  all  forms and to deal with specific environmental problems in different parts of the country. EPA also 

empowered the Government to plan and execute a nation-wide programme for the prevention, control and abatement of 

environmental pollution, Lay down standards for the quality of the environment in its various aspects like emission or 
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discharge of environmental pollutants from various sources. The  Central Government has the power under the Act to 

direct  the closure, prohibition or control of any industry, activity or process, the stoppage or regulation of the supply of 

electricity or water or any other service 

 

3.6. BIO-DIVERSITY (CONSERVATION) ACT, 2002: 

To conserve biodiversity, the central government passed the Biodiversity Conservation Act, which aims to 

provide for the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its various parts and the equitable sharing of 

the benefits of using biological resources and knowledge.   The act envisaged a three-tier structure to regulate the access 

to biological resources: The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA),The State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs),The 

Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) (at local level) 

 

4. CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS:  

  India, a diverse and dynamic nation, has witnessed substantial economic growth and development in recent 

decades. However, the successful implementation of plans and policies remains a persistent challenge.  

 

4.1. BUREAUCRATIC PROBLEM: 

Challenge: Complex bureaucratic processes often slow down the implementation of plans. Lengthy approval procedures 

and administrative hurdles can delay the implementation of plans. 

Solution: To address this problem, it is necessary to streamline administrative processes, adopt digital solutions, and 

promote transparency. 

 

  4.2. LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES: 

 Challenge: Insufficient financial resources can pose a significant obstacle to plan implementation. Limitation of Budget 

can hinder policy implementation. 

 Solution: To solve this issue, it is necessary to prioritize resource allocation, explore public-private partnerships and 

enhance revenue generation mechanisms. 

 

  4.3. LACK OF PUBLIC AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION: 

 Challenge: Insufficient public awareness of the importance of plans and lack of participation by most of the public can 

hinder the successful implementation of the policy. 

 Solution:To solve this problem, it is necessary to implement a strong communication strategy, involve the community 

in the planning process and instill a sense of ownership among the public. 

 

4.4. INFRASTRUCTURE BARRIERS: 

  Challenge: Inadequate infrastructure including transportation and logistics can hinder the smooth implementation of 

the plan. Poor connectivity and logistical challenges can hinder the timely delivery of resources. 

Solution: To overcome this issue, investments in infrastructure development, improved connectivity and use of 

technology for efficient resource allocation will be required.  

 

4.5. DIVERSITY AND REGIONAL INEQUALITY: 

 Challenge: India’s vast cultural and regional diversity poses a challenge in tailoring plans to the specific needs of 

different states and communities. Regional disparities can affect the equitable distribution of resources. 

 Solution: To overcome this problem, it is necessary to adopt a decentralized approach, recognize regional differences, 

and customize plans based on local needs. 

 

4.6. CAPACITY AND SKILL GAPS: 

Challenge: Insufficient capacity and skill gaps within government agencies can hinder effective plan implementation. 

Lack of trained personnel can hinder the implementation of complex projects. 

Solution:To address this problem, it is necessary to invest in capacity-building programs, encourage talent development 

and promote collaboration with academic institutions. 

 

4.7. LACK OF MONITORING AND EVALUATION: 

Challenge: Inadequate monitoring and evaluation processes can hinder the assessment of plan progress. 

 Solution: To address this issue, it is necessary to implement robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks using 

technology for real-time tracking. 
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5. CONCLUSION: 

India is one of the few countries in the world that has a special mention of the environment in its constitution.   

India has enacted comprehensive environmental legislation. Environment Policy needs to be implemented seriously.  

The participation of the general public in efforts to protect the environment must also be ensured. The need for protection 

and conservation of environment and sustainable use of natural resources is reflected in the constitutional framework 

and environmental policy of India.  The concept of environmental protection and conservation is not new in India.  The 

texts of ancient India highlight that protecting nature is the dharma of every person in the society and the term nature 

includes land, water, trees and animals which are very important to us. The rapid economic growth that India has 

experienced over the past decade and a half has had some unfortunate consequences. The Constitution of India clearly 

states that 'it is the responsibility of the State to protect and improve the environment and protect the forests and wildlife 

of the country. It imposes a duty on every citizen to protect and enhance the natural environment including forests, lakes, 

rivers and wildlife. Environment is mentioned in the guiding principles of state policy as well as fundamental rights. 

Judiciary has also played an important role in protecting the environment. The result of the efforts of the judiciary is 

that today the environment is the first issue on the list of governments and policy makers and they have become serious 

about protecting the environment. 

  

REFERENCES: 

Journal Papers:  

1. Prakasha, K P. (2022). The History of Ancient and Medieval Periods- An Environmental Study. International Journal 

of Multidisciplinary Educational Research.11,8(4),62-68. 

2. Devi, Vangala Gayathri.(2023). The Problem of Environment in the Modern Global Era. International Journal of 

Multidisciplinary Educational Research.12, 9(5), 210-214. 

 

Books: 

1. Kumar, Surendra.(2009). Environmental Policies in India. New Delhi, Northern Book Centre. 

2. Thakur, Kailash.(2007). Environmental Protection Law and Policy in India. New Delhi, Deep and Deep Publications. 

 

Web References: 

https://www.clearias.com/directive-principles-of-our-state-policy 

Singh, Ravikanta. Environmental Policies in India. Retrieved from: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378590048_ENVIRONMENTAL_POLICIES_IN_INDIA 

https://www.toppr.com/ask/en-us/question/the-indian-constitution-contains-an-article-which-says-that-it-is-the-duty-

of-every 

https://byjus.com/question-answer/answer-in-brief-write-the-objectives-of-the-water-act 

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/air/about-air 

https://testbook.com/ias-preparation/air-prevention-and-control-of-pollution-act-1981 

https://vikaspedia.in/energy/policy-support/environment-1/forests/policies 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/environment-protection-act-1986-1 

https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/environment-protection-act-1986 

 

 

 

https://ijrcs.org/
https://www.clearias.com/directive-principles-of-our-state-policy
https://www.toppr.com/ask/en-us/question/the-indian-constitution-contains-an-article-which-says-that-it-is-the-duty-of-every
https://www.toppr.com/ask/en-us/question/the-indian-constitution-contains-an-article-which-says-that-it-is-the-duty-of-every
https://byjus.com/question-answer/answer-in-brief-write-the-objectives-of-the-water-act
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/air/about-air
https://testbook.com/ias-preparation/air-prevention-and-control-of-pollution-act-1981
https://vikaspedia.in/energy/policy-support/environment-1/forests/policies
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/environment-protection-act-1986-1
https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/environment-protection-act-1986

